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30 YEARS of KOINONIA 

In autumn 2025 Koinonia will be celebrating its 30th anniversary. The organisation was set 

up by Church members to fulfil a need for somewhere for older members to meet regularly 

and hear interesting and inspiring speakers. The original idea came from Joan Tombe, a 

retired civil servant, who acted as the first secretary. The name was chosen as the Greek 

word Koinonia means Christian fellowship and a state of fellowship and community.  

The group first met in the autumn of 1995, during the ministry of Rev Wilfred Orr. We are 

delighted to let you know that Rev Wilfred has agreed to be the guest speaker at our 

opening meeting this October. So put this date into your diary – Thursday 9 October 10.30 

am – and come along. You don’t have to be a regular Koinonia member, you will be made 

very welcome, and we’d love to see a big audience there to welcome Wilfred and Jenny 

back for a morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of our original members 

 

Several people from our own congregation have spoken at Koinonia over the years, 

demonstrating the broad knowledge and experience of our members:  

(Dr) Joan McQuoid on Criminology; Ronnie Ross on Ulster’s Motorways and on 

Newtownbreda History; Hugh McNeill who talked about and sang pieces from the music of 

Moody and Sankey; (Prof) Ian Benington on Tales of the Mournes and on Habitat in Zambia; 

(Rev) Wilfred Orr on Coastal Craft; Ronnie McCully on Handel’s Messiah; (Dr) Jean Shannon 

on Revisiting India; Donald Milliken on his memories of the RUC; and more recently 

Marjorie and Denis Guiler on their travels to the Galapagos and to Patagonia. 

There have been several Koinonia or ‘K Club’ secretaries over the years: Joan Tombe, 

followed by Elizabeth McAlister, then Joan McQuoid and currently Hazel Francey (here with 

Father Brian D’Arcy). In the early years, it is estimated that audience size was regularly over 

60 and though our numbers have fallen, our meetings are as lively as ever. 
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Our last 3 secretaries: Elizabeth, Joan and Hazel 

Our biggest audiences were probably for Father Brian D’Arcy, the well-known broadcaster, 

and for the much-respected historian the late Eamonn Phoenix. In both cases, we extended 

invitations to other local churches. 

We try to cover different subjects and have hosted inspirational and entertaining speakers 

on a huge range of subjects – various aspects of the public service: the work of the police; 

the probation service; air traffic control; trading standards and others. 

We’ve had very senior speakers: the Chief Constable Matt Baggott on policing in the 

community; Baroness May Blood on the role of the House of Lords; Lady Carswell on the 

office of the Lord Lieutenant; John Leckey on the role of the City Coroner, to name but a 

few. 

We’ve had (former) politicians, from a whole range of parties: Tom Hartley (Sinn Féin); 

Nelson McCausland (DUP); John Kyle (PUP); and Anna Lo (Alliance) – and they didn’t talk 

about politics. 

We’ve heard from lots of charities: Childline; Christian Aid; the Leprosy Mission; arthritis 

research and organ donation. 

Speakers have addressed us on many historical events: the Korean War; women in WWI; the 

escape from Colditz; and on historical figures: Hans Sloane of Killyleagh; the Jewish 

community of Belfast; Dickens in Belfast; Barney Hughes the breadman and many more. 

We’ve heard about travel all over the world, including river cruising, the Nile, Chile, 

Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Mount Everest, India, Kenya, Antarctica, South America 

and many other places. 

We’ve covered sport, scouting, calligraphy, the history of tea, gardening, bird watching and 

bee-keeping along with walking sticks, lighthouses, kilts and many other subjects as well. 

Koinonia members have an outing each year and in the past decade have visited Bessbrook 

model village; Ballyscullion House; and several local castles – Killymoon, Carrickfergus and 

Killyleagh. 
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Some photos taken at Killymoon Castle in 2019 
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A visit to Carrickfergus Castle in 2022 with lunch afterwards in Whitehead Golf Club 

 

 

 

Our visit to Killyleagh Castle in April 2025, followed by lunch at the Smugglers’Table 
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A booklet was printed and circulated to mark Koinonia’s 21st year and we have attached that 

for information. This article contains some more recent photos plus a few older ones that 

were not included in the 21st booklet. 
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Some more photos from previous years – who do you recognise? 
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With Stanley Matchett, at 

his talk on 60 years of 

photography in NI – in 

2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

16 
 

Koinonia members were active and enthusiastic individuals who were not content merely to 

sit back passively and listen to guest speakers. A couple of other important Church activities 

arose from their energy; these were the summer holidays and the art exhibition.  

For several years, summer holidays were organised for church members. Donald (Milliken) 

and Irene (Younge) were the chief organisers and hired a bus for a week to tour round 

various areas of Ireland – Donegal, Sligo, Westport, Lisdoonvarna and Waterford among 

others. A favourite bus driver was Billy, who kept the group entertained with some rather 

racy jokes. On a holiday to Waterford in 2016, the group celebrated Jack Patty’s 90th 

birthday with him. In Mayo, they visited the neolithic site at Céide Fields, the oldest known 

surviving stone walled fields in the world. 

On one holiday to the Diamond Coast (Sligo) the sun shone all week. However, tales were 

also told of the time that the bus roof leaked, and Glenda had to put up her umbrella in the 

back seat to keep dry! On another occasion, the morning departure had to be delayed as 

fuel had been siphoned out of the bus during the night in the hotel car park. 

On a journey to Donegal town with Carrickfergus church members, the Lithuanian driver 

had difficulty getting the bus up a steep hill and the passengers all had to get out and walk 

behind to lighten the load. And coming home from Sligo to Enniskillen the road was blocked 

by a herd of cows and Donald (Milliken, who else?) had to get out to round them into an 

adjacent field so the bus could proceed. 

As the late Queen said – “recollections may vary” of the details of these holidays but there 

is no doubt that the travellers visited interesting sites, enjoyed good fun and companionship 

with friends and have many happy memories of the close camaraderie and lasting bonds 

forged in those weeks.  
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Donald M and Irene Y, chief holiday organisers, with Rev Molly Deatherage of Ballina and Killala Churches  

Members of Koinonia were also largely responsible for the organisation of the Art 

Exhibitions which have become a regular fixture in our church social schedule. 

Our first Art Exhibition and Sale was held in April 2007 with over 270 paintings on display. It 

was a very successful event and since then has been held every two years, with the 

exception of the Covid years. Local artists appreciate the opportunity of being able to 

display their work from a wide range of media in a bright spacious hall and sales have been 

impressive.  

The shows are well supported by both church members and the local community and are 

now firmly established as important and enjoyable social events, apart from raising 

considerable revenue for the church and various charities. 

The Art Exhibition will be held again next year in June 2026 and we have already had several 

enquiries about it from artists. 

Very many thanks to all those who established the organisation in 1995, who have served 

on the Koinonia Committee, who have helped with various activities and who have attended 

our events over the past 30 years – a great crowd of folk! We hope you enjoy looking 

through these photos and that they bring back some happy memories. 

So, if you think Kononia sounds interesting, please come along. And remember our opening 

meeting on Thursday 9 October at 10.30 am, when Rev Paul will introduce our guest 

speaker Rev Wilfred Orr, whose talk is entitled A Minister’s Meandering.  

We’d love to see a big turnout to celebrate our 30 years and to welcome Wilfred and Jenny 

back - you will be made very welcome! 


