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GIFT AID

You will have read in the Committee report that we are not meeting our
day to day running costs through our freewill offering.  One way in
which taxpayers can increase their givings at no extra cost to
themselves is to sign up to giftaid.  Many of you have already
completed giftaid declarations which enabled us to reclaim £47881 for
the tax year 2008/09 – thank you. However there are still many who
have not signed declarations but who contribute generously to Church
funds and it is to you that this article is addressed.

The basic rate of income tax was reduced from 22% to 20% in April
2008 although the Government postponed the effect this has on giftaid
for 3 years. From April 2011, the amount we can reclaim will become
20/80ths instead of 22/78ths, a reduction of 3.2% of qualifying
contributions or £5441 based on 2008/09 amounts. This would be a
large reduction in our income which we will need to replace. If you are
a taxpayer you can help by completing a giftaid declaration.  Your
elder will have delivered a giftaid form and envelope to you with this
edition of the Chronicle. If you are not a taxpayer, please let us know
confidentially by way of a note placed in the envelope in the offering
plate and we will not approach you again.  However if you are a
taxpayer, please consider completing the giftaid declaration and
returning it.  You are not committing yourself to a given level of
offering, it merely enables us to reclaim the tax on whatever you
contribute to Newtownbreda.

Marjorie Guiler

What have we learned in 2,064 years?
"The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled, public
debt should be reduced, the arrogance of officialdom should be
tempered and controlled, and the assistance to foreign lands should be
curtailed lest Rome become bankrupt.  People must again learn to work,
instead of living on public assistance."  (Cicero - 55 BC)
So, evidently we’ve learned nothing!!
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Asante

We have enjoyed an excellent beginning to the new season.

In October we had a great turnout for our craft evening with Catherine
Breen.  Everyone managed to produce at least two decorative gift boxes.

Our November meeting began in the salubrious confines of Crumlin
Road gaol.  21 members were taken on an extremely interesting tour of
this historic building by a most knowledgeable tour guide, Ken.  His
vast depths of facts, figures and stories made this a night to remember.
We should all be more aware of the rich history in the life and times of
our city.  We rounded off the evening with a lovely supper provided by
the Pollock family in their home.

In December we will be having a “Cook with Jamie Oliver” evening, in
the Megaw Room.  This will be an open evening with festive
refreshments.  Everyone will be most welcome.

In the New Year the programme as arranged so far is as follows:

Tuesday January 5th – an evening with Sharon, who will speak of her
Christian service.

Tuesday February 2nd – Jacynth will share something of her experience
of visiting Burmese refugees in Thailand.

Please come along and join us on the first Tuesday of the month in the
Cairns room.

For further information please ring
Clare - 90687195     or     Barbara - 90691730
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REMEMBERING

Remembrance Day in November brings
into sharp relief the war Britain is
fighting currently in Afghanistan with the
weekly deaths and injuries to our
soldiers, but for some it also brings back
poignant personal memories of the
Second World War. One such person in
our congregation is Stanley Cairns who,
in July 1940 when the Battle of Britain
was raging, enlisted in the RAF at the
tender age of nineteen.  He felt it was his
duty to join up and fight against the evil
of Hitler.

Stanley’s war however was slow to start,
as it was eighteen months before he
actually flew an aeroplane solo.  Training
began in Blackpool and consisted of drilling and establishing physical
fitness, with his first duties in Northamptonshire guarding barracks,
driving armoured cars and being a motorbike dispatch rider.  Pilot
training did not begin till the autumn when he passed exams in
navigation and mathematics, however after just one training flight in a
Tiger Moth he was posted to Manchester.  He did not know why he was
being moved, and with no information as to his final destination he
soon found himself being transferred again to Scotland to board a ship
for Canada via Iceland.  It was very rough and Stanley recalls how
almost all his fellow trainees were sick.  Ice had to be chipped off the
rails, so the ships became very unstable and their destroyer escort had
to turn back because of the heavy seas.  They landed with relief in
Halifax Nova Scotia in deep snow only to move again, this time ending
up to spend Christmas in Montgomery Alabama, the headquarters of
the US air force.

Despite having passed a similar exam in the UK, he had to undergo
another initial training course before being sent to Florida to train as an
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actual pilot.  His first solo flight was on a Boeing Stearman and by the
spring he was trained on a variety of planes, gaining his American silver
wings.  Meanwhile Pearl Harbour had happened in December 1941 and
Stanley badly wanted back to Britain to fight in the war, but it was not
until August 1942 that he was posted to Canada to join a convoy being
shipped home, and here he had his first experience of death and
destruction.  When only one day out, his ship had the front cut off it by
a ‘friendly’ American destroyer, which then exploded killing all on
board, but his ship luckily was able to limp back into port with no
casualties.

Another three weeks passed till he joined 20,000 men on the Queen
Mary en route for England.  However again he felt frustration as he was
moved twice, not allowed leave for his sister’s wedding, and had to
have further training this time on British planes.  Here he experienced
another brush with death, when the tail of his plane was cut by the
propeller of another plane, and he and the other pilot had to parachute
out before they crashed.  He escaped unhurt but his companion broke
his leg and Stanley had to take him to hospital in a local farmer’s cart.
He recalls how other pilots had seen his plane crash and assumed he
was dead, therefore when he returned to camp he found his room mates
dividing up his belongings!

By 1944 he had become a trainer of pilots on air to air gunnery but had
still not seen any enemy action.  He was sent home on extended leave
for the first time in January and planned to get married on 4th April, but
on the 3rd he got news to report for duty immediately – resulting in no
wedding just a more prolonged engagement!  Again he did not know
where he would be sent, but this time it was Egypt via a London transit
camp, where he reported daily to Lords Cricket Grounds for
instructions!  It was near the end of the N. African campaign, there was
fierce fighting still in Italy, and much strafing in the Mediterranean as
his ship came in to dock at Cairo.  Stanley was trained on dog fighting
with Spitfires while living in tents in the desert, besieged by sand flies
and exhausted by the heat.  He contracted dysentery and jaundice and
was ill for some time, but there were good times as well, when he
climbed the pyramid at Giza, and played cricket and polo at the club for
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ex pats.  However again he was not assigned to combat duty but to
deliver planes between another new posting in Italy and Morocco.
Often he had to pick up single seater Spitfires, Mustangs and Walruses
in Gibraltar and deliver them to wherever they were needed, sometimes
as far as India, hitching a lift back again on a Sunderland.  Once when
taking a damaged plane back for repair in Egypt he barely made it safely
onto terra firma as there were flames and oil pouring from the engine,
and the plane literally fell out of the sky.

Stanley celebrated VE Day in Alexandria however with donkey and
camel races where he came third!  But he still continued delivering
planes to India as the war against Japan was not over, the planes only
being able to fly for two hours, set down to refuel and then take off
again, a long and arduous journey. After VJ Day he was posted to Aden
on the Red Sea, having become a Senior Warrant Officer by this stage,
and he supervised the troops returning home, loading them onto planes
in the desert. It was not until March 1946 that he was discharged
himself, getting married to Jean three months later.

Stanley’s war was over but it had not been the war he expected when he
joined up, as he ended up being a back-up not a combat pilot. He saw
people killed though and had narrow escapes himself, but his faith
sustained him.  His frustration came not so much from not being
directly involved in enemy action but more from the lack of information
about where he was going, and the constant moving around from base to
base, resulting in little leave and lack of letters from home. It was hard
to keep in touch with fellow aircraftsmen as groups were constantly
split up, many killed in training or combat, and others moved elsewhere.
This was the stark reality of serving in the armed forces in a time of
war.  Stanley thanks God that he came home relatively unscathed.  He
went on to work at designing and supervising the construction of
buildings for the Corporation Electricity Department as a happily
married man and to serve God in a Britain that he had helped free from
the tyranny of fascism.

Joan McQuoid
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The Rainbows have had a fairly busy start to their year, and with 22
girls in the Unit we are currently operating a waiting list.  We have
enjoyed a trip to Cherryvale for an Autumn Walk and a visit to
Brownies when we got to see two Rainbows taking their leap over the
Rainbow to become a Brownie.  Debbie from TACT brought some
animals to meet the girls at the start of November, the highlight of
which was Lily the tame fox.  As part of the Rainbow Roundabout the
girls chose to make pizzas and this term all new Rainbows made their
promise.  The girls have experienced a number of different craft
activities and especially enjoyed handprinting ‘leaves’ for the Harvest
display in Church.  We are looking forward to a morning of ten pin
bowling and are keeping fingers crossed for a visit from Santa in
December!

Deborah Pollock (Guider in Charge)

       19th Belfast Rainbow Unit

Making pizza

Fun at Brownies
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   62nd Beavers

62nd Beaver Scouts have had a busy first term this year. As well as our
normal Colony meetings on Monday nights we had an exciting train
journey to the Ulster Transport Museum on Saturday 17th October
2009.  The boys were fascinated by the planes, trains and motorbikes
but they especially liked the car that could turn into a boat and the
DeLorean car which they recognised from the Back to the Future films.
Just after Hallowe’en we had Spooky Night at Ardnavally. The boys
and the leaders dressed up and joined Beaver colonies from throughout
South-East Belfast for a ghost trail, haunted house, scary story,
fireworks and a supper of ‘severed fingers’.  We will be back at
Ardnavally at the start of December for a Christmas craft morning and
this year for the first time we will also be having a Christingle Service.
It will be held at St. John’s Parish Church, Orangefield on Sunday 13th
December 2009 at 6.30pm.  When the new boys join the Colony they
are known as ‘Kits’ until they complete their induction training.  We are
pleased that during this term 12 Kits have taken their Promise and been
enrolled as Beaver Scouts.

Ahmeek (BSL - Helen Morrissey)

A Little Bit of Humour...
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male
and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year, male
reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late
November to mid December. Female reindeer retain their antlers till
after they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to every
historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, every single one of them,
from Rudolph to Blitzen - had to be a female. We should've known.
Only women would be able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all
around the world in one night and not get lost.
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CHILDREN’s PAGE

CLUES

Across;

2. A place to stay  - if there is room
7. Tell or read it
8. Turn it for water
10. Jesus’s mother
11. What you do with your clothes
12. What people do to wool - or to a top
15. Stalk for flower or leaf
18. A lot of fuss
19. Where Jesus slept as a baby
20. Where the shepherds were with a the sheep
23. A guide to the wise men

Down:

1.  Not out
3 & 4.  What Mary and Joseph found at the Inn
5.  One of the gifts of the wise men
6.  Not  cold
7.  The shepherds left them and ran to see Jesus
9.  The angels sang of this and goodwill
11.  The kind of men who came to visit Jesus
12.  A lump of grass
13.  What you are called
14.  A messenger from God
16.  Attempt
17.  The person I am
20.   The angels said  “.....  Not”
21.  Where the star was
22.   Expensive  - or very special
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Koinonia

Our meetings continue to be supported by a large attendance.

Dr. Maurice Russell who was a foundation member of the group has
stepped aside as chairman while still remaining as a committee member.
We are indebted to him for his dedication and enthusiasm over his 14
years of leadership when he firmly established the success of the group.
The new face as chairman is Jim McManus (just recently joining us
through early retirement).  We are confident that he will continue and
perhaps improve on the traditions established.

Programme 2010

Jan 07 UTV Art Collection
 Ms. Amanda Croft

Jan 21 History of the Kilt
 Dr. Clifford Smith

Feb 04 The Galapagos Islands
  Mr. Noel Mitchell

Apr 15     Outing – Bellaghy Bawn

Feb 18 Views of Ireland
 Mr. John Lennon

Mar 04 “Beaconsfield”
 Mr. Aidan Campbell

Mar 18 Engage with Age
   Mrs. Theresa McVeigh

Minister:  Do you know what's in the Bible?

Little Girl:  Yes. I think I know everything that's in it.

Minister:  You do? Tell me.

Little Girl:  OK. There's a picture of my brother's
        girlfriend, a ticket from the dry cleaners,
       one of my curls, and a Pizza Hut coupon.
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Change of Editor

It is not without a little regret that I hand over the role of Editor.

Not having had any experience as a publisher I commenced the work
with some apprehension.  You the congregation have constantly
supported me with your articles and by your words of encouragement.
Together we have developed the magazine.  My special praise is
however for my assistant Lynn Orr without whose help no publication
would have been possible. Thanks are also due to the loyal team
assembling the printed pages to form the magazine.

It has been a privilege to serve the congregation.  In all humility I am
pleased that God has used what little talent I possess to serve him.

I pass the baton on to Joan McQuoid whom I am confident will take the
publication to ever increasing success.

Donald

A reminder of summer days
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Anyone wishing to supply flowers for Church decoration,
perhaps on a specific date in memory of a loved one,

should contact Clare Pollock. (Tel. 9064 7185)

Flower List
(January - March)

Sunday    3 January Mrs. Irene Younge

Sunday 10 January Mrs. Pearl Young

Sunday 17 January Mrs. Margaret Campbell

Sunday 24 January In Memory

Sunday 31 January Mrs. Rosemary Lyons

  Miss Carol Hazlett
  Mrs. Noel Craig

Sunday 14 February Mrs. Clare Pollock

Sunday 21 February Mrs. Jenny Orr

Sunday 28 February Miss  M. Wadsworth

Sunday   7 March Miss Elizabeth  McAlister

Sunday 14 March Dr. Jean Shannon

Sunday 21 March Miss Frances Berry

Sunday 28 March Mrs. Muriel Bloomer

Sunday  7 February        {
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CONGREGATIONAL  REGISTER

Baptisms:
22nd November   Alex, son of Katherine and Gordon McKay

    Henry John, son of Mark and Ramona Burnett
    Eve Rachel Shearer, adult baptism

Deaths:
 26th October  Mr. Bill Brush, 3 Stirling Avenue
 26th October  Mr. George Anderson, 69 St John’s Park
 28th October  Mrs. Andrea Irvine, 6  Rossdale Road
 28th October  Mrs. Maureen Robinson,
   Cedarhurst Nursing Home
 19th November  Mr. Edward Milligan, 64 Knockbreda Park
         25th  November  Miss Miriam Kennedy, 20 Galwally Park
         30th November   Mrs. Olive McCall, Cedarhurst Nursing Home

New Members:
 We welcome Mrs. Helen Hannon, 65 Ravenhill Road
 Miss Eve Shearer, 31 Park Road

.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER
Sunday 13th     10.30 a.m.  Children’s Gift service
  4.30 p.m.   Community Carol service
  in Good Shepherd Church
 (there will be no 7.00 p.m. service in Newtownbreda)

Sunday 20th 5.00 p.m.  Annual Service of Lessons and Carols

Friday 25th 10.30 a.m.  Short Family service

Sunday 27th    7.00 p.m.  United service in Newtownbreda

JANUARY
Sunday 10th 10.30 a.m.  and following evening service:
  New Year Communion

Saturday 23rd    8.00 a.m.  Inter-Church Breakfast
  in Newtownbreda Halls

FEBRUARY
Sunday 7th 10.30 a.m.  Presbyterian Women’s service

Sunday 21st  10.30 a.m.  Parade of Uniformed Organisations

MARCH
Sunday 7th 10.30 a.m.   and following evening service:
   Communion.




